Huntsman Pro gram

Wharton - Arts & Sciences
UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA

Fall 2025 Newsletter

A NOTE FROM THE PROGRAM:

This year, we continue to celebrate new milestones and accomplishments within
our growing global community. In May, the Global Immersion Course travelled to
Paris, France, where students participated in site visits, cultural excursions, and
conversations with scholars, practitioners, and industry professionals.

We celebrated the graduation of the Class of 2025 and welcomed the Class of 2029
to campus. Over the summer, our students also embarked on their own learning
experiences, traveling to Singapore, Tunisia, Taiwan, Australia, India, Kyrgyzstan, and
more with support of the Huntsman Summer Funding Grant.

This fall, we continued our professional programming, traveling to New York with
our students for the Entrepreneurship & Financial Services career trek. Our students
are also studying abroad this semester across Japan, Germany, China, and more.

These experiences would not be possible without the hard work of the Huntsman
Advisory Board, Huntsman Alumni Council, other alumni volunteers, and the
Huntsman Student Advisory Board. Thank you for finding new ways to support our
community and enhance the connections between current students and alumni.

We hope you enjoy reading about our students’ accomplishments in and outside of
the classroom, as well as the many ways our alumni continue to stay involved
enriching the Huntsman community. After all, it is the people in our program that
make the Huntsman Program so special and impactful.

Enjoy your read and keep in touch!
The Huntsman Program Team

Dr. Kelly Cleary, Director Dr. Harbir Singh, Wharton Faculty Director
Dr. Osman Balkan, Associate Director Dr. Rudy Sil, SAS Faculty Director

Sarvelia Peralta-Duran, Associate Director

Ella Strauss, Associate Director
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PHILLY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Ava Strong

“I've been involved with the Netter Center for Commmunity Partnerships since my
freshman year through Community School Student Partnerships (CSSP), a
student-led organization that connects Penn mentors with K-12 students at six
West Philadelphia schools. | began as a mentor at Andrew Hamilton School's
afterschool program, where playing card games and talking with students
quickly became the highlight of my week. This experience motivated me to stay
involved, and by my sophomore year, | became Co-Director of CSSP.

In addition, I'm a reading tutor with the Penn Reading Initiative (PRI). Last
summer, | worked with PRI at Benjamin B. Comegys School for four weeks,
getting to know K-4 students and their learning styles. Supporting their growth
—seeing their faces light up when they mastered a sentence or pushed through
a difficult word—has been one of my most meaningful experiences at Penn.

Ava (C'27, W’27, Spanish) is
program in partnership with the Wharton Undergraduate Division. Nonprofit concentrating in Business
Connect gives students the opportunity to partner with local nonprofits, build Economics & Public Policy.
practical skills in problem-solving, project management, and leadership, and

create tangible commmunity impact. This semester, I've helped recruit and onboard new team members, project managers,
and nonprofit partners. I'm deeply grateful to be part of the Netter Center’s work and hope my experiences encourage
others to get involved in strengthening our community.”

| also serve as a Coordinator for Nonprofit Connect, a student-led Netter Center

Maryem Bouatlaoui

Finiverse is an app designed to help high school students navigate college-
related finances. The app was developed in response to the national conversation
and all-time-high rates of student debt in the United States, helping students
explore college options, potential careers, and personalized loan repayment
programs. The app is made for high school students by high school students,
leveraging internship programming to financially empower them while offering
valuable work experience in computer science, data analytics, marketing, and
business development. Finiverse ultimately seeks to redefine how financial
literacy is taught—making it accessible, relatable, and actionable for every
student.

Maryem began working on this initiative with Professors Jill Bazelon and David
Musto in her junior year of high school. The project began to grow as more and
\ , . . more high school students recognized the rising demand for a resource like
Maryem (C 2_6’ W 26, Span.ISh) IS Finiverse and believed in its mission to make financial literacy accessible. Maryem
concentrating in Marketing & now works as a Marketing Lead for Finiverse, spearheading initiatives to make it a
Operations. trusted resource in Philadelphia School District classrooms. She is currently
working closely with the Philadelphia Financial Scholars Program to incorporate
Finiverse into financial literacy courses offered in select high schools across the
Philadelphia area.




GLOBAL IMMERSION: PARIS
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Students in the Huntsman Global Immersion course explored Paris through a mix of academic,
corporate, and cultural programming. Academic sessions covered Al innovation, sustainable investing,
global business perspectives, and corporate social responsibility. Institutional visits included UNESCO,

with discussions on peacebuilding, inclusion, and intercultural dialogue. Corporate programming
featured insights on brand strategy and customer experience in retail, as well as entrepreneurship and
innovation within luxury ecosystems. Cultural experiences included visits to the Centre Pompidou and
the Paris Philharmonic. Networking events connected students with alumni and local professionals.

“More than anything, | feel like this course gave me space to think. In the rush of college life, it's easy to
just keep going without questioning the direction. This experience gave me time to reflect, to step
outside of the bubble, and to ask myself what actually matters to me. | leave the program with a more
open mind, a greater respect for the complexity of the world, and a clearer sense of what | want to
explore next, both academically and professionally.” — Sebastian Buenfil (C'27, W'27, Portuguese)

“The course gave me an overall appreciation for interdisciplinary thinking. We moved
seamlessly between panels on Al and conversations about race, between ESG metrics and cultural
critique. This fluidity made it clear that complex problems can't be solved from siloed perspectives. It's a
lesson that applies equally to the Huntsman dual-degree academic path and to my long-term goals of
working at the intersection of capital and policy.” — Amy Jia (C27, W'27, French)

“This course reminded me why | chose to study globally in the first place. It reminded me that business is
not just about efficiency or markets. It is cultural, emotional, and historical. Every metro ride, every
curated space, every policy conversation held meaning. That, to me, is what immersion really means. It
means presence. It means curiosity. It means allowing yourself to be changed by what you experience.
Yes, | learned more than | expected. But more than that, | walked away changed. Not in dramatic ways,
but in subtle ones that will carry forward into how | think, how | work, and how | engage with the world.
And that, | believe, is the most valuable thing a course can offer.” — Ashir Kashyap (C'27, W'27, Arabic)



ALUMNI CAREER TALKS

New York City Career Trek

During our NYC Career Trek organized by the Huntsman Alumni
Council, students visited Brookfield Asset Management with Anna
Kalenchits (C'06, W'06) and HAC member & Lindsay Ingram (C11, W'T).
We were later joined for an Entrepreneurship Panel by Jenn Chen
(C'08, W'08), Atish Davda (ENG'08 W'08), Sara Faring (C'13, W"13), Atul
Joshi (C'03, W'03), and Huntsman Advisory Board member, moderated
by Sydney Werber (C'14, W'14) and an HAC member.

"Recently, Huntsman students traveled to New York to explore the
intersection of entrepreneurship, financial services, and international
business. They had the opportunity to learn about cross-border
transactions and the latest trends in data center/wind fields industry.
The afternoon conversation centered around distinguishing risk versus
fear as an entrepreneur, the value of a strong work ethic above all else,
and the value of the Huntsman alumni network. Thank you to all the
alumni panelists and HAC for making this Career Trek a wonderful
experience!" - Sean Oh (C‘26, W’26)

Asia Career Trek

During our Asia Career Trek, students connected with
Huntsman alumni who have built careers across the
U.S. and Asia, exploring opportunities beyond traditional
finance. Alumni shared insights from their experiences
in consulting, education, technology, and business
development, discussing their transitions between
continents and the lessons learned along the way.
Speakers included Melissa Chan (C'01, W'0O1, WG'02),
Amy Huang (C'01, W'01), and Nicholas Stipp (C'03, W'03).
The panel was organized by HAC, and moderated by
Anthony Tse (C'00, W'00).

The session highlighted key topics including differences
in work culture between Asia and the U.S,, strategies for
integrating with local and expatriate communities,
navigating global career development, and leveraging
the Huntsman education and network for international

World Bank On-Campus Talk

On Friday October 3, current Huntsman students had the
incredible opportunity to speak with Cathy Lynch (C'99,
W'99), Senior Urban Specialist at the World Bank, about
building a career in international development and how
housing plays a pivotal role in driving inclusive growth.
Suhani Prakash (C'26, W'26) also talked about her experience
interning under Cathy's supervision last summer at the
World Bank.

Students discussed how the World Bank's mission to end
extreme poverty and boost shared prosperity on a livable
planet translates into real impact through urban
development and housing initiatives across regions like
Kenya and Argentina. Cathy also shared advice on navigating
internships, developing sector expertise, and building a long-
term career at the Bank.




ILONA LIMONTA-VOLKOVA

Alum llona (C11, W) studied German as her target language,
spending a summer in Berlin and completing her semester
abroad in Munich. Since graduating, her career has taken her
from financial analysis at Netflix to private equity, venture capital,
and thought leadership. Today, she lives in Los Angeles and splits
her time between investing at Bright Ventures and media at Bear
and the Bull, her newsletter which serves as her creative work's
home base. She is also the host of Money Memories, an NPR-
distributed podcast exploring how formative money experiences
shape us, and a contributor to Forbes, where she covers
innovation with a global lens on Africa, Latin America, and
Europe, and serves on the Huntsman Alumni Council.

Back when she was on campus, she pursued the traditional
finance internship path, spending the summer before her senior
year with HSBC in their Alternative Investments group, primarily covering hedge funds. The
internship led to a return offer, but timing brought challenges. Graduating in December 2011, llona
was unable to begin with HSBC right away. “My options were either to wait until the next cycle or
see if | could start somewhere else,” she said. “l decided to take my chances.”

That decision led her to Netflix. Through a connection, she learned of an opening on the Financial
Planning and Analysis team. “l sent my resume, they flew me out for the final round, and | got the
offer,” llona recalled. She spent three years at Netflix, where she worked closely with earnings
guidance and market expectations. The experience gave her an inside look at public companies but
also shaped her thinking about where she wanted her career to go. “It taught me early on that you
have to optimize for your own path, not expect a company to do that for you,” she reflected.

From there, llona moved to a small private equity fund in New York before pursuing her MBA at
Northwestern's Kellogg School of Management. During her studies, internships in venture capital
(one in South Africa and another in Chicago) were formative. “For the first time, | felt like every part
of my day was rewarding,” she said. “That was a real ‘aha’ moment for me.”

Post-MBA, she went to Vanguard, where she contributed to early innovation efforts. During the
pandemic, she started writing on personal finance. “Friends were reaching out with questions, and |
realized there was a real need for clear, judgment-free explanations,” she explained. What began as
blogging quickly evolved into contributing to Forbes, where she has now written for several years.

Today, llona is part of Bright Ventures, an early-stage venture capital firm that invests in fintech,
digital health, and the future of work. “All of the skills I've built, understanding how investors
evaluate funds, writing clearly, being proactive, fit perfectly in a small, early-stage fund,” she said.

One area she has focused on is women’s health. “It's encouraging to see more attention on
women's health in venture capital, but there's still a tendency to focus narrowly on fertility and
menopause,” she noted. “Conditions like heart disease, the leading cause of death for women, and

dementia, which disproportionately affects women, also need far more focus.”

Throughout her career, llona has carried with her lines from the poem Invictus: “I am the master of


https://bearandthebull.beehiiv.com/
https://bearandthebull.beehiiv.com/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/947650726/money-memories
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ilonalimonta-volkova/

ILONA LIMONTA-VOLKOVA

my fate, | am the captain of my soul.” She explained, “I've always believed that if there's a future |
want, it's up to me to create it.” At the same time, she has learned the value of collaboration. “If you
want to go far, you have to go together. | wish | had learned earlier to ask for help.”

Outside of work, llona continues to pursue her creative passions. She plays violin and piano, has
traveled to more than 65 countries, and recently returned to flamenco dancing. “It's been
wonderful to reconnect with something creative without pressure, just for the joy of it,” she said.

Although llona initially felt ready to move on after graduation, her connection to the Huntsman
community has deepened over time. Through the Alumni Ambassador Program and local alumni
clubs, she has found new value in reconnecting. “Huntsman is like New York City. It's there for all
seasons of your life. When you're ready for it, it'll be ready for you,” she reflected.

For llona, the most rewarding part of staying engaged has been witnessing the alumni network
grow and diversify. “When | graduated, it felt like everyone followed a very traditional path. Now
the alumni base represents so many different careers and passions. It's inspiring to see all the
facets of the program reflected in the community.” Huntsman students and alumni, be sure to
stay in  touch with llona’'s work by subscribing to her newsletter here:
https://bearandthebull.beehiiv.com/.

THOURON AWARD

Alum Joshua Yang (C'23, W'23) pursued Mandarin as his target
language while concentrating in Operations, Information, and
Decisions at Wharton and focusing on East Asia-related studies in
the College. Today, he is beginning his career as a Business
Analyst at Capital One in Washington D.C. while also serving as an
officer in the U.S. Navy Reserves. A recipient of the Thouron
Award, Joshua recently completed a master's degree in
Development Studies at the University of Cambridge, where he
extended his research on Korean economic development and
explored global perspectives on industrial and trade policy.

“Huntsman gave me both the space and the confidence to
explore the intersection of business, policy, and international
relations,” Joshua explained. “It took what was initially just an
interest, or something I'd considered, and turned it into a real
plan, something that actually happened.”

Joshua's global orientation and academic focus naturally led him to apply for the Thouron Award,
which funds postgraduate study in the United Kingdom. His senior thesis examined South Korea's


https://bearandthebull.beehiiv.com/

THOURON AWARD

economic development and its relationship with the United States, a topic that reflected his
longstanding interest in the intersection of economics and diplomacy. “Even though | had already
thought it would be cool to study in the UK and get more international experience, Huntsman's
opportunities and community pushed me to keep exploring globally,” he reflected. “They helped me
understand that these international experiences, beyond the academic or economic value, also have
huge personal value for life experience, personal development, and understanding the world better.”

Joshua completed a master's degree in Development Studies at the University of Cambridge. The
program allowed him to build on his Penn foundation while also engaging with different perspectives
on political economy and industrial policy. “At Wharton, you get a very good and comprehensive
education in economic policy, but | wanted to study it from a perspective that was a little more
heterodox, a little different,” he said. “If | can build on Penn’'s foundation with other approaches, | can
better understand my own views on effective economic policy for long-term sustainable development.”

His dissertation extended his undergraduate research on Korea's political economy, exploring the
institutional foundations of long-term growth strategies. Beyond academics, Joshua immersed himself
in the Cambridge community, joining the Cambridge Union and taking up rowing. “Personally, it was
just really fun to be in Cambridge,” he recalled. “It was a unigque year that helped me grow personally
and academically, and smoothed the transition between undergrad and my postgrad career.”

After Cambridge, Josh began his career as a Business Analyst at Capital One in Washington D.C. “I've
thought for a long time about how to make a positive impact through service,” he explained. “Whether
through government, nonprofits, or the military, | want to continue finding ways to contribute.”

Though his immediate path is in the private sector, Joshua remains committed to returning to policy
work in the future. “In the long term, I'm interested in continuing to have an impact on economic and
trade policy, and sustainable development,” he said. “I think careers don't always follow a linear path,
and that's okay. What's important is staying grounded in your passions and continuing to reflect on how
you want to make a difference.”

Looking back on his Huntsman experience, Joshua encourages current students to take advantage of
the program'’s breadth while staying present. “Huntsman and Penn are really good at giving you the
tools to succeed professionally and to constantly plan ahead, but while you're preparing for your future,
it's important to appreciate where you are now,” he said.

He also advises exploring outside one's comfort zone: “One of the best things | did in undergrad was a
one-act play my senior year. I'd never acted before. Take the opportunity to try new things, because this
is the time todo it”

Above all, Joshua stresses the importance of intentionality. “Think about what you're passionate about,
be open to change, and don't let others' perceptions or societal norms push you away from it
Huntsman opens doors to incredible experiences. If you pursue them with purpose, you can find not just
success, but fulfillment.”

Reflecting on his path from studying East Asia at Penn, to research at Perry World House, to rowing on
the Cam during his Thouron year, Joshua credits the program with shaping both his professional and
personal trajectory. “l just want to communicate my gratitude to Huntsman for its role in helping shape
my passions and my ongoing career and personal development,” he said. “Hopefully to do good in the
world, as we're all hoping to do.”



GET INVOLVED &
STAY CONNECTED

Huntsman alumni contribute to the program’s growth, success, and
legacy in so many ways. Students and alumni often say that one of
the best aspects of being a part of the Huntsman Program is having
access to and being a part of our committed, successful, and diverse
alumni network. As we reflect on the past 25 years, we want to thank
our alumni and encourage them to continue to:

Mentor students

Hire students and alumni for full-time roles and internships
Participate in the Alumni Ambassador Program

Support the program to provide opportunities for student summer
funding and scholarships and to enhance curricular innovations
including the new first-year seminar, the senior capstone research
project, and the Global Immersion course.

Support the Huntsman Community:

Visit our office during your Stay connected with the Program:

next campus visit!
@ @huntsmanprogram

3732 Locust Walk DK< huntsman.isb@wharton.upenn.edu
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6231
' www.huntsman.upenn.edu


https://huntsmanalumni.org/feed
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/gid2/16/interior.aspx?sid=1587&gid=2&pgid=6129

